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The Loans Inn | Main Street, Loans, Troon

Christmas in the heart  
of the village

 Festive lunches & dinners throughout December,  
plus Christmas Day with all the trimmings.

Book your festive 
celebration today

theloansinn.com/christmas
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i r v i n e ’ s  f r e e  q u a r t e r l y  d i r e c t o r y

After a summer of mixed weather, with plenty 
of sunshine balanced out by more than a few 
rainy days, autumn has arrived once again. 

Although Scotland’s World Cup campaign didn’t 
last as long as we’d have liked, it certainly added 
a bit of excitement to the summer. This edition 
of The Irvine Review is full of local businesses, 
services and ideas to help you make the most of 
the months ahead. Thank you for continuing to 
support the magazine. We hope you enjoy this 
latest issue.

The Review is part of the 

Solutions on Demand  

Group, which also comprises 

of Creo, The Print Room, 

SOD-IT and Mercuri 

Communications. 

S
“Call the Experts”

Mobile: 07817 209391    
Email: smacmillan9@gmail.com     
www.expertroofsystems.co.uk

• Conservatory  
 Roof Replacements
• Flat Roof Replacements
• Fascia’s Soffits & Gutters
• Roof Replacements
• Residential and  
 Commercial Work
• Cladding
• All Work Guaranteed
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BOOK BY  1ST OCT  FOR INSTALL BY CHRISTMAS!
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High Pressure Jetting 
Drain Unblocking

Contact Chris:  

0800 246 1086  
or 07810 185600 

www.ayrshire-drainage.co.uk

Noble & Armour
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Joanne & Alaina look forward to discussing any accountancy  
requirements you may have.

Annual Financial Accounts • Payroll/CIS Management 
Bookkeeping • VAT Returns • Management Accounts 
Taxation & Business Support • Tax Returns 
Capital Gains Tax

Individuals • Sole Traders • Charities • Partnerships 
Limited Companies
For more details of the services that we provide please view our  
website or give us a call.

Alaina McConnochie (FCA)  Joanne Henry (MAAT)

     01294 665025           admin@noblearmour.co.uk           noblearmour.co.uk

Room 9, 47 Bank Street, Irvine, KA12 0LL facebook.com/noblearmour47

Noble & Armour
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

call Kenny or Clare on 07940 585830

Email: kenny.millgroup@gmail.com

SONOS Wireless Hi Fi System Installation
TV Sales & TV Wall Mount Service

TV Aerial Installation & Repair
Satellite Dish Install & Sky Repair

Wifi Networks
Wireless CCTV  

Cameras
Smoke &  

Heat Alarms
Wireless  
Security  

Alarms

millenniumgroupTV.co.uk

NO STRESS, NO MESS, NO PROBLEM
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Your trusted local expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community-run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Act Now, Before 
It Gets Worse!

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

Are Your Windows Still 
Steamed Up?
Now is the perfect time to make your 
home more attractive and energy 
efficient.

For over 20 years, Cloudy2Clear has 
been the UK’s leading specialist in 
domestic glass replacement. As a 
trusted family-run business, we are 
your one-stop shop for all glazing 
needs.

Why Choose Cloudy2Clear?
• We generate our own leads and  
 create tailored quotes
• We manufacture our own high- 
 quality glass in-house
• All work is carried out by our own  
 skilled team – no subcontractors
• Every glass unit comes with a 25 
 year guarantee
• Dedicated after-sales care for   
 complete peace of mind.

Don’t replace the entire window
Full frame replacements are 
expensive and create unnecessary 
mess and redecoration. We simply 
replace the failed glass unit – saving 
you money and minimising disruption.

Common Window Problems
Double glazing seals often fail due to 
hot days and cool nights causing the 
glass to expand and contract. This 
allows air and moisture in, leading to 
condensation and foggy windows.

Join Over 346,000 Satisfied 
Customers
• Affordable and ethical service
• Significant cost savings compared  
 to full window replacement
• Faster installation with less upheaval
• Improved energy efficiency and a  
 cooler home.

Manager Peter Brummitt says:
“Our focus is on replacing just 
the glass, not the entire window. 
This reduces costs and disruption. 
As a true one-stop shop, we 
handle everything from quoting to 
manufacturing premium glass with a 
25-year guarantee.”

Ready to upgrade your windows?
For a free quote, call
0800 61 21 118 or visit
www.cloudy2clear.co.uk today!
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Call: Stephen 07762 765609  Office: Tel 01563 489878   
Email: office@allan-electrical.co.uk  www.allan-electrical.co.uk

ALLAN ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 
Local Family Business Est. 1969

All Domestic &  
Commercial Work
IS YOUR WIRING  

UP TO STANDARD?

FREE ESTIMATES

• New Sockets/Lighting Points/Fans

• New Fuse Box Installation

• Full Re-Wires

• Smoke/Heat Alarms

• 24/7 Emergency Call Out
• Outside Lighting
•	Landlord	Certification	&	PAT	Testing
• Vehicle Charging Point Installation

PC Wranglers
01294 330024 or  07871 599780 

pcwranglers.co.uk

• We come to you!              • PC/Laptop repairs
• Same day call-out           • Windows upgrades
• Day/eve/weekends        • Broadband & wireless issues                              
• Email problems               • Speeding up slow computers
• Virus removal                   • Established 2006          
      • 10% discount for 60+ & students            

Computer Repair Specialist
Home and Small Businesses

Moorfield Industrial Estate, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire KA2 0BA

T: 01563 549 049 - option 2
E: inbox@skiphireayrshire.co.uk 

W: www.BillyBowieTankers.co.uk

D e d i c a t e d  t o  a  C l e a n e r  E n v i r o n m e n t 

SPECIAL PROJECTS LIMITED

✔ Quick &  
    Convenient
✔ Same Day 
    Service 
✔ Various Sizes

AYRSHIRE SKIP HIRE
We have a 
large fleet  
of state of  

the art  
vehicles ready  
to assist you.  
A company 

you can  
rely on.
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Power sweeping of all chimneys and flues

Servicing of wood and multi-fuel stoves

Covering Ayrshire and surrounding areas

Jim Ryan
Telephone / Whatsapp: 07711 185 052

Email: jrchimneyservices@gmx.co.uk

Power sweeping of all chimneys and flues

Servicing of wood and multi-fuel stoves

Covering Ayrshire and surrounding areas

Jim Ryan
Telephone / Whatsapp: 07711 185 052

Email: jrchimneyservices@gmx.co.uk

Power sweeping of all chimneys and flues

Servicing of wood and multi-fuel stoves

Covering Ayrshire and surrounding areas

Jim Ryan
Telephone / Whatsapp: 07711 185 052

Email: jrchimneyservices@gmx.co.uk

POWER SWEEPING OF  
ALL CHIMNEYS & FLUES

SERVICING OF WOOD &  
MULTI-FUEL STOVES

COVERING AYRSHIRE & 
SURROUNDING AREAS

JIM RYAN
TELEPHONE / WHATSAPP 

07711 185 052
EMAIL: 

JRCHIMNEYSERVICES@GMX.CO.UK
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After

Mobile: 07973 528914
Dundonald Road, Irvine   |  E: dr_contracts@outlook.com

Your Roofing and  
Roughcasting Specialists
Trusted local tradesmen in your area, looking to help make 
your house stand out from the rest. All at affordable prices!

Before

RECEIVE 10% DISCOUNT 
Just quote REVIEW when booking

Alistair Nimmo  Tel: 07740 780 720 
       AN Plastering & Microcement

WE NOW OFFER MICROCEMENT  
This is a thin, ultra-durable concrete coating for walls,  

floors and more. It creates a seamless, modern look and  
can be applied directly over most existing surfaces.

A Local Business  •  Free Estimates & Quotes
AN PLASTERING & MICROCEMENT
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Amazing news, 
WE WON!!!
A Win That Means More Than 
£90,000
Last month, Geco Connect® was announced as one of 
the winners of Scottish EDGE, securing £90,000 of 
investment to help us scale the business. However, my 
daughters were more excited about the award than I was.

They don’t fully understand what Scottish EDGE is. They 
don’t know that 383 businesses applied, how difficult it is 
to reach the final, or what £90,000 of investment means.

What they do know is that Dad has been working late. 
They know I’ve spent countless evenings talking about 
Geco Connect. And they know it’s about helping children.

What My Daughters Understand
As parents, we worry about our children every day. We 
want them to be safe, feel loved and have people around 
them who care.

Now imagine your child didn’t have that. Imagine they 
had experienced trauma, been neglected, or been 
abandoned by the very people who were supposed to 
protect them.

For thousands of children and young people in care, that 
isn’t something they have to imagine. It’s their reality.

The Problem We Set Out to Solve
Despite the incredible commitment of care workers, 
teachers, residential staff and support teams, 
many spend more time completing paperwork and 
administration than they do with the children who need 
them most.

That’s the problem we set out to solve.

We created Geco Connect because every minute spent 
duplicating reports, chasing information or completing 
administration is a minute that could have been spent 
supporting a young person. When time is taken away 
from care, something is taken away from a child.

www.girfec.co.uk

Scottish EDGE recognised that vision and awarded 
Geco Connect £90,000 to help us scale. Out of 383 
applications from across Scotland, we were incredibly 
proud to be selected as one of the winners.

But the award isn’t the achievement I’m most proud of. 
It’s that people are starting to believe what we believe: 
that technology can give time back to the people who 
care, and that better systems can create better outcomes.

Why Time Matters
This challenge doesn’t stop at Scotland’s borders. 
Millions of children around the world rely on 
care and education services every day. If we can 
continue building what we’ve started, the impact 
could reach far beyond what we imagined.

Winning Scottish EDGE has given us confidence 
that we’re building something the sector genuinely 
needs. But the real question is whether the systems 
you’re relying on today are giving your staff enough 
time with children, providing leaders with the 
oversight they need and producing the evidence 
regulators increasingly expect. If the answer is 
anything less than a confident yes, perhaps the 
conversation isn’t about changing software at all. 
Perhaps it’s about changing outcomes.

We’d love to show you what’s possible with Geco 
Connect. Even if it isn’t the right fit for your 
organisation, we hope you’ll leave the conversation 
with new ideas that help you spend less time on 
paperwork and more time doing what matters most 
— improving the lives of children and young people.

Ultimately, this isn’t about winning an award. It’s 
about what we can do with the opportunity it gives 
us. Somewhere tonight, there is a young person who 
simply needs more time from the adults trying to help 
them. Together, we can help make sure they get it.
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Our client base is diverse, and we work with 
everyone from local SMEs to international 
brands, with clients across a wide range of 
industries and sectors from Aberdeen to 
Cornwall to Florida. 

We help brands to achieve 
direction, con�dence and 
measurable results through 
design, development, 
and creative marketing.

hello@creodesign.co.uk

Brand | Web | Production | Social

Scan the QR Code 
to view our showreel

PRECISION
INNOVATION
EXCELLENCE

Glasgow: 0141 212 5826   |   Ayrshire: 01560 095 984    
inbox@dicksonjoinery.co.uk   |   5 Draffen Mount, Stewarton, KA3 5LG

dicksonjoinery.co.uk 

Gutter Cleaning with Gutter Vac 
Power Washing of Fascia & Soffits 

Driveway Power Washing

T: 07432 873982  E: cristofw1@btinternet.com

Contact us today to schedule your appointment and  
experience the difference our expert services can make.

CJ WALKERCJ WALKER
FENCING A ND FENCING A ND 
LANDLANDSCAPINGSCAPING

We are a Fencing, Landscaping and 
Garden Maintenance company who 
carry out services within Ayrshire  

and South End of Glasgow.
Fencing • Fence Painting • Gravel

Slabbing • Hedge Cutting
Weeding • Turf Laying • Astro Turf

Introducing our latest services to keep your home looking its best!
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✓ 0% Finance available on  
 Worcester Bosch Boilers
✓	 Boiler Breakdown Cover 
 from £15 per month
✓	 Plumbing Repairs
✓	 Gas, Oil & LPG Boilers Service,  
 Repair & Installation
✓	 Domestic & Commercial

Tel: 01563 820559  Email: info@mcrobertsheating.co.uk 
Unit 8B, Moorfield North Industrial Park Kilmarnock KA2 0FE 

www.mcrobertsheating.co.uk

Bathrooms 
designed 
supplied  

and fitted
From initial design to final 

installation, we’re with 
you every step of the way.

Qualified engineers and
top-quality workmanship.

Quality Boiler 
Engineers 
serving 
Ayrshire, 
Lanarkshire, 
Hamilton, 
Glasgow & 
beyond.
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EAR WAX
BLOCKING
YOUR EAR?

Ear wax removed in minutes 
SAFE, QUICK & EASY £30

FROM

Hear better today. Call us on:

01563 523 059

Kilmarnock Hearing Care · 5 High Glencairn Street · Kilmarnock · KA1 4AE

or visit kilmarnockhearingcentre.co.uk

We Remove Your Ear Wax

Microsuction ear cleaning is a procedure to remove 
ear wax buildup from your ear canal. 

SAME DAY BOOKINGS

EAR WAX
BLOCKING
YOUR EAR?

Ear wax removed in minutes 
SAFE, QUICK & EASY £30

FROM

Hear better today. Call us on:

01563 523 059

Kilmarnock Hearing Care · 5 High Glencairn Street · Kilmarnock · KA1 4AE

or visit kilmarnockhearingcentre.co.uk

We Remove Your Ear Wax

Microsuction ear cleaning is a procedure to remove 
ear wax buildup from your ear canal. 

SAME DAY BOOKINGS EAR WAX
BLOCKING
YOUR EAR?

Ear wax removed in minutes 
SAFE, QUICK & EASY £30

FROM

Hear better today. Call us on:

01563 523 059

Kilmarnock Hearing Care · 5 High Glencairn Street · Kilmarnock · KA1 4AE

or visit kilmarnockhearingcentre.co.uk

We Remove Your Ear Wax

Microsuction ear cleaning is a procedure to remove 
ear wax buildup from your ear canal. 

SAME DAY BOOKINGS

KILMARNOCK 
HEARING CENTRE
5 High Glencairn St,
Kilmarnock,
KA1 4AE

IRVINE HEARING  
CENTRE
Suite 2k, Sovereign House, 
Academy Road, Irvine, 
KA128R

QUEST 
CLINIC
19 Miller Road,  
Ayr,  
KA7 2BX

PAISLEY 
HEARING CENTRE
26 Glasgow Road,
Paisley,  
PA1 3QH

EAST KILBRIDE 
HEARING CENTRE
27 Tennant Avenue,
East Kilbride,
G74 5NA

Advanced 
hearing 
tests and the 
latest, digital 
hearing aids.
Now offering  
NHS Hearing Aid 
Support Services

We now offer podiatry appointments 
with our HCPC registered podiatrist. 
Initial assessment appointment is Free.

Hear better today. Call us on:

01563 523 059
or visit kilmarnockhearingcentre.co.uk

HEARING AIDS
FROM £99PER MONTH

for 10 months
with a £250 deposit

    KHC                                       PHC 
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Photos
Before & After
We do a camera survey first

Gutters Cleared
We remove leaves - moss - grass - growth & debris 

No Problem
No Call Out Charge

Go High
4 Storeys, Commercial, 

Schools, Hotels & Industrial

10m

Weight & Damage
Up to 50kg of debris 
straining your gutters

Damp & Mould
Can be caused 

by blocked gutters

Photos
Before & After
We do a camera survey first

Gutters Cleared
We remove leaves - moss - grass - growth & debris 

No Problem
No Call Out Charge

Go High
4 Storeys, Commercial, 

Schools, Hotels & Industrial

10m

Weight & Damage
Up to 50kg of debris 
straining your gutters

Damp & Mould
Can be caused 

by blocked gutters

Reviews+ Reviews+
Excellent4.96 Excellent4.96

or online gutterpro.co.uk

Get an instant price
01292 840299

31,928
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IRVINE 
TAXICALL

01294 
222111

4, 7 & 8  
Seaters 

Available 
Private Hire 

Contract Work

Book now via 
our App 

or call us on
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Call Steven
Tel: 07912 692 787

symplelandscapes

HEDGE / SHRUB PRUNING 
GARDEN MAKEOVERS
DECKING • FENCING

PATIOS / PAVING 
GRASS CUTTING

Tel: 07921 504 850
Email: jlmgardensayrshire@gmail.com

Get your garden summer ready  
& bring your Astro back to life!

JLM Garden Care

Debris Removal • Weed Removal & Control
Pet Odour Removal

Deep Clean & Colour Restoration
Final brush restoring piles to original contour

Artificial Grass Cleaning Services including:

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

STEWARTON

“Drive On Our Experience” 
A Family Run Business 

All Work Fully Guaranteed

FROM PLANNING TO COMPLETIONFROM PLANNING TO COMPLETION

OFFICE 01563 535386   MOBILE 07905 393823 
E: inbox@marktraynorlandscapes.co.uk   W: ayrshiregardenlandscapes.co.uk

Considered to be Ayrshire and Glasgow’s No.1 Paving Company - Just ask our customers!

Nothing to pay until 100% satisfied

Monoblocking • Patios • Turfing • Stonework • Driveways • Drainage • Brickwork • Decking
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At Average Arnie’s Gym, we know 
that life doesn’t always fit into a 
9-to-5 schedule, and your workouts 
shouldn’t have to either. That’s why 
our doors are always open. 

With secure keypad entry and your 
personal membership card, you 
have 24/7 access to top-of-the-line 
equipment and a quiet, intimate 
space where you can focus on your 
fitness goals, whenever it suits you.

We currently have four membership 
spots available. As a member, you’ll 
be able to enjoy a fully stocked 
fitness suite where you can prioritise 
your physical and mental health. 

Whether you’re an early riser or a night 
owl, Arnie’s Gym is here to support 
your journey. Our private members’ 
gym is a close-knit community 
where like-minded individuals come 
together to better themselves. 

From cardio machines to free weights, 
we provide everything you need to 
challenge yourself and achieve your 
personal best. Join Arnie’s Gym today, 
take control of your fitness journey 
and train on your terms. 

Remember, these four exclusive 
membership spots won’t last long. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to train 
whenever you want and start 
bettering yourself today.

FREEDOM  
TO TRAIN

24/7 SWIPE  
CARD  

ACCESS

Train on Your 
Terms at Average 
Arnie’s Gym

If you’re interested in joining, please contact  
07356 195197 or email inbox@averagearnies.co.uk

We currently have four membership spots available!
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Scotland’s Concrete 
Garage Specialists

Planning permission is generally not 
required and most builds take just one 
day to complete. Why not visit one of 
our show centres? We invite you to view 
our reasonably priced range of sectional 
buildings: excellent single and double 
concrete garages, as well as state-of-
the-art concrete sheds, workshops and 
garden rooms. Our good name rests on 
the craftsmanship that has gone into each 
and every individual garage we install.

For free advice & a no obligation quote, Freephone 0800 038 5825 or visit www.precastgarages.co.uk

The Apex Garage Range The Double Garage Range

Whatever your precast 
garage requirements  
we are here to help!

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE Our team of concrete garage  
specialists are on hand to help you from begining to end!

EXPERT GARAGE INSTALLERS Our years of experience 
in the supply & installation of quality garage doors has 

made us the go-to company in Scotland!

10 YEAR GUARANTEE We are so confident about the quality 
of the garages we install that we offer a 10 year guarantee.

Apex 20 Garage Range The Pent Mansard Range

TRUST US TO
GET IT RIGHT
With offices in Saltcoats, Irvine & Kilwinning, Taylor & Henderson are perfectly
placed to meet all your legal needs.  Our solicitors can assist on a wide range of
matters including:

Buying & Selling a Property
Wills & Power of Attorney 
Separation Agreements & Divorce
Children’s Panels
Contact & Custody Arrangements 
Guardianships 
Winding up an Estate 

Call us today on: 01294 278306 
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info@budgetblindsayrshire.co.uk 
www.budgetblindsayrshire.co.uk

5YEAR
WARRANTY

*

Turning your house into a home
Irvine: 01294 480777  |  Ayr: 01292 501563 

Kilmarnock: 01563 501563

Ayrshire
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01560 482717  contact@macfarlaneheatingservices.co.uk 
www.macfarlaneheatingservices.co.uk

0% 
FINANCE 

Available

*Warranty is subject to annual servicing of the boiler.

• Boiler installation,  
 servicing and repairs
• Central heating  
 installations
• Central heating  
 chemical flush
• Smart controllers
• Boiler finance
• Landlords gas safety  
 records
• LPG & Oil

10YR

WARRANTY

MAXRANGE

LOGICMAX

MAXRANGE

VOGUEMAX

12YR

WARRANTY

Are you ready 
for Winter?

High Speed, Reliable connectivity
through our Fibre Broadband and
SoGEA connections.

Offering a comprehensive suite of solutions
to keep your business connected and thriving.

Business telecoms solutions such as
Horizon Telephony, Microsoft Teams
Phone and Phoneline+ Solutions

Scan here to enquire about
our communication solutions.

inbox@mercuri-comms.co.uk
0141 488 1533
Part of

NATURAL 
HANDMADE 

DOG 
BISCUITS

MADE  
IN THE  

WEST OF 
SCOTLAND

SHOP ONLINE AT 
WWW.ARRANDOGBAKERY.CO.UK

Free delivery over £20
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COMMERCIAL AND 
DOMESTIC WINDOW AND 
DOOR INSTALLATIONS

eliteglazinginstallations.co.uk

sales@eliteglazinginstallations.co.uk
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EMERGENCY CALLOUTS
UPVC LOCK SPECIALIST • ALL LOCKS FITTED

NO 
CALL OUT 
CHARGE

Locked out? Give us a shout!

Call Mark on 07528 719 664
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Book a free, no obligation appointment online today www.garagedooruk.com or Freephone 0800 889 777

Up & Over 
Garage Doors

Roller  
Garage Doors

Sectional 
Garage Doors

Insulated 
Garage Doors

Side Hinged 
Garage Doors

Garage Door 
Conversions  

Automatic 
Garage Doors

We also repair 
Garage Doors

Garage Door CompanyThe

fast, friendly and efficient

Your One-Stop-Shop  
for ALL your garage door 
requirements in Scotland

If you’re looking for a 
Garage Door installation 
in Scotland or maybe a 
repair to your existing 
one, speak to us today. 
We employ specialist 
engineers that cover all 
of Scotland on a daily 
basis repairing and 
installing Garage Doors. 
Should you want a new 
Garage Door, Repair, 
Front Entrance Door, 
Motor or any one of 
our many other services 
please contact us.

Semi-Permanent Brow & Lip Artistry

Natural. Subtle. Considered.

Beautifully Bes�oke treatments designed to enhance your

natural features, creating soft, natural-looking results.

JM
ST U D I O

jmstudio_ayrshire
www.jmstudioayrshire.co.uk

Treatments

Nanobladed Brows

Powder & Combination Brows

Lip Bl�s�

Jill Milliken

Based at ��� King Street, 

Kilmarno
k

Keeping your Business 
Connected & Protected 

MANAGED SERVICES

IT SUPPORT & SUPPLY

MICROSOFT 365 
BUSINESS 

Cloud Tools 
& Apps

Network 
Infrastructure

Hardware

IT Support

Contact us today
01560 428 031

Managed 
IT Service 
to Support 
your 
Business 
Growth
 

sod-it.co.uk
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blackwoodtraining.co.uk

Arrange a meeting with our
training academy today.

01560 090675

Blackwood Plant Hire’s new training 
academy has been launched to 
address the skills gap within the 
industry and invest in the future 
workforce. 

Our fully qualified in house assessors 
provide CPCS and NPORS accredited 
training, ensuring safe working 
procedures and continuous 
professional development. Visit our 
website to find out about our other 
available courses.

T R A I N I N G  
P R OV I D E D  BY

20
Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y

I N V E ST I N G  I N
T H E  F UT U R E
WO R K F O R C E
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T: 01563 538535  M: 07860 389572
E: Jordan@nelsonconstructionsolutions.com
HALO, Enterprise & Innovation Hub, 27 Hill Street, Kilmarnock KA1 1HA

Over 100 years experience
    Family owned business

FREE  
Annual  

Roof  
Checks

Roofing & 
Building  

Works

Slating / Gutters / Leadwork / Tiling / Flat Roofing / Chimney Works

UPVC / Roughcasting / Brickwork Power Washing / Flat Roofing 
New Build Roof Installation Maintenance Works

BEFORE AFTER
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Cyber Essentials:  
Why it matters  
to UK businesses

A practical introduction for 
business owners, directors 
and senior managers.

Cyber security is now part of everyday 
business life. It is no longer only a concern for 
large organisations or specialist IT teams.

For businesses of every size, protecting 
systems, data, customers and suppliers has 
become a core part of good governance, 
commercial credibility and day-to-day 
resilience.

One of the clearest ways to show that 
the basics are in place is through Cyber 
Essentials: a UK Government-backed 
certification scheme designed to help 
organisations protect themselves against the 
most common cyber threats.

What is Cyber Essentials?

Cyber Essentials focuses on five practical 
technical controls: firewalls, secure 
configuration, security update management, 
user access control and malware protection.

These controls help reduce the likelihood of 
common attacks, such as criminals exploiting 
known vulnerabilities, weak passwords, poorly 
configured devices or unpatched software.

Launched in 2014, the scheme was created 
after analysis showed that many successful 
cyber attacks could have been prevented, 

or significantly limited, by a small number 
of basic security measures. Today, Cyber 
Essentials is widely recognised as a baseline 
standard for cyber security across the UK.

Cyber Essentials is a UK Government-backed 
scheme led by the National Cyber Security 
Centre, with IASME serving as its official 
delivery partner.

Why it matters today

For many organisations, Cyber Essentials 
is no longer simply a “nice to have”. It 
is increasingly becoming part of how 
businesses prove they are a safe and credible 
organisation to work with.

Government departments, public bodies and 
larger commercial organisations increasingly 
consider cyber security certification as part 
of procurement and supplier assurance.

In some sectors, holding a valid Cyber 
Essentials certificate can determine whether 
an organisation is eligible to tender for 
certain contracts.

This reflects a wider understanding of cyber 
risk. A weakness in one supplier, contractor or 
service provider can create risk for everyone 
connected to them.

As a result, many tier 1 and tier 2 
organisations are looking more closely at 
their supply chains and asking suppliers to 
demonstrate that they meet a recognised 
cyber security baseline.

For small and medium-sized businesses, this 
creates both a challenge and an opportunity. 
Certification can reduce risk, improve 
internal processes and provide reassurance 
to customers, insurers, partners and 
procurement teams.

Cyber resilience is moving up the agenda

The UK’s approach to cyber resilience is 
continuing to evolve, and the message to 
business leaders is clear: cyber security is 
becoming a board-level issue, not just an IT 
concern.

The Cyber Security and Resilience Bill, 
currently progressing through Parliament, is 
intended to strengthen the UK’s defences 
against cyber attacks and modernise the 
existing regulatory framework.

While the full impact will depend on the final 
legislation and guidance, the direction of 
travel is important. Organisations that act 
early are likely to be better prepared for 
future procurement expectations, customer 
assurance requests and regulatory scrutiny.

Cyber Essentials provides a practical starting 
point because it focuses on the fundamental 
controls that every organisation should 
understand, apply and maintain.

sod-it.co.uk

Here at SOD-IT, we work with organisations 
across the UK to achieve and maintain their 
Cyber Essentials certification.

We understand that, for many businesses,  
the process can feel technical or time-
consuming at first. Our role is to make it clear, 
practical and manageable.

How SOD-IT can help

We help organisations understand what 
is required, identify any gaps, make the 
necessary improvements and maintain 
compliance over time.

Whether you are responding to a tender, 
reviewing supply-chain requirements, 
improving your internal cyber posture or 
preparing for future assurance demands, 

Cyber Essentials is a sensible and recognised 
step forward.

If you would like to understand Cyber 
Essentials in more detail, and how it may 
impact your business or organisation, 
our SOD-IT team can assess where your 
organisation currently stands, identify any 
gaps and explain what would be required to 
achieve Cyber Essentials certification.

Talk to our team: support@sod-it.co.uk

John Bourne  
IT Director
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Accredited Tesla 
Powerwall Installer

5% OFF 
INSTALLATIONS 

FOR AYRSHIRE 
CUSTOMERS
Available on new quotes

Book your free, no-obligation home survey

0800 008 6209
enquiries@smartliving.energy
smartliving.energy

GET YOUR QUOTE

Your local energy 
experts
Local to Ayrshire.  
Backed by 15 years’ 
experience.

Solar Panels
Battery Storage
Air Source Heat Pumps 
EV chargers

Services
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Call: 01560 428031 
       inbox@printroomscotland.co.uk

scotland.co.uk

PRINT
MADE
EASY

Business Cards,  
Business Stationery, 
Stapled Booklets, 
Magazines,  
Company Brochures, 
Stickers, Signage, 
Large Exhibition Stands,  
Branded Items, 
Vehicle Wraps, 
Packaging.



28

The Review Irvine Directory

To advertise contact: inbox@thereviewirvine.com  |  01560 428031  |  07931 850038

07411 744 231 contact@windows-ayrshire.com

We provide a supply 
and installation service 

of uPVC doors and 
windows across Ayrshire 
& South West Scotland. 

SRK Joinery are a friendly  
family run business and we  

have many years of experience 
and many happy customers.

We Supply & Install 
a Wide Range of 

High Quality uPVC 
Windows & Doors.

Our Supply  
& Installation  
Service comes  
with a 10 Year 

Guarantee.
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WISHING  
ALL OUR CUSTOMERS  
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY  
NEW YEAR!

NEW SUPERSTORE NOW OPEN AT MATALAN KILMARNOCK
Unit A & B, Caprington Business Park, Kilmarnock KA1 5LA   Tel: 01563 533377

Allied Business Finance
Asset Finance  •  Agricultural Loans  •  Business Loans 

Invoice Finance  •  Personal Car Finance 
Commercial and Agricultural Mortgages

Brian Kilpatrick   •   brian@alliedbf.co.uk  •  07842 552237  •  alliedbf.co.uk
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Call 01560 346 016  for all price enquiries.

Need some extra space? 
Our Storage units are suitable for
•  Furniture and electrical goods 
•  Tools, documents and excess office equipment 
•  Toys, bikes and clothes  •  Vehicle Storage
•  Business Storage  •  Domestic Storage  •  Leisure Storage
•  Flexible  •  Fully Secured  •  Bespoke Storage Packages  Available 
•  Shipping Container Hire  •  Electric Car Charger

Magbiehill Park, Dunlop Road, Stewarton KA3 3DX  |  E-mail: Info@selfstorageayrshire.co.uk 

www.selfstorageayrshire.co.uk

Our business, household  
and personal storage plans  

are the perfect solution

Our business, household  
and personal storage plans  

are the perfect solution

Our business, household  
and personal storage plans  

are the perfect solution

Unit Sizes from   25-200  Square Feet
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Providing 
Storage 
Solutions 
Since 2000

In need of self-storage?
At Ayrshire Storage Centre, we offer clean, secure and affordable  
self-storage suitable for Commercial and Domestic use. 
We have internal units at our Ballot Road office with 10ft and 20ft 
shipping containers available at all our sites, some with 24hr access.

Get in touch to discuss your storage requirements 
•  T: 01294 275432   
•  E: email@ayrshirestorage.com   
•  www.ayrshirestorage.com

STORAGE AVAILABLE AT ALL OUR SITES;
Ballot Road, Irvine • Ailsa Road, Irvine • Moorfield, Kilmarnock

LUXURY PORCELAIN PAVING 
EXCLUSIVE TO JW GRANT

BUILT TO LAST 
MADE TO IMPRESS


